《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Nehemiah》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Character and Contents. The book of Nehemiah, as has been already noted (See Book Comments for Ezra), probably forms part of a single work embracing Ezra, Nehemiah , , 1, 2 Chronicles, and its date, therefore, is that of the larger whole (perhaps about 330-320 b.c.). Its contents are separated from those of Ezra by an interval of thirteen years, so that the rule which the writer has previously observed of confining his history to an account of a few critical periods is again followed here. The record comprises Nehemiah's visit to Jerusalem in 445, his repair of the city walls, and the measures taken by him to secure obedience to the Law. The latest date in his life mentioned in the narrative is the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, 433 b.c.(Nehemiah 5:14).

2. Sources. The chief sources referred to, or implied, in the book are (a) the memoirs of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 1:1 to Nehemiah 7:5; Nehemiah 12:27-43; Nehemiah 13:4-31); (b) genealogies and registers, partly incorporated in the memoirs just described, and partly reproduced by the compiler (3, Nehemiah 7:6-73; Nehemiah 10:1-27; Nehemiah 12:1-26).

3. Value. The book of Nehemiah carries the history of the Jewish people down to a later date than any other of the avowedly historical works in the canon of the OT. Its interest is manifold, since it describes not only the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, but the reconstruction of the Jewish ecclesiastical organisation; and as an authority for the events it relates, is first-rate, since it is largely based upon contemporary materials. And its value is augmented by its vivid portrayal of the noble character of Nehemiah himself. His career presents an exceptional combination of strong self-reliance with humble trust in God, of penetrating shrewdness with perfect simplicity of purpose, of persistent prayerfulness with the most energetic activity; and for religious faith and practical sagacity he stands conspicuous among the illustrious personages of the Bible.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-11

Ill News from Jerusalem. Nehemiah's Prayer
1. The words] better, 'the history.' Some thirteen or fourteen years separate the visit of Nehemiah to Jerusalem, recorded in this book, from that of Ezra which is related in Ezra 7.

Nehemiah] Nehemiah, as stated in Nehemiah 1:11, occupied an important position at the Persian court, seems to have been a favourite with the king, and probably possessed considerable wealth (Nehemiah 5:14.). Unlike Ezra (who was of priestly family and a student), he was a layman and a man of action. His career shows that he was self-reliant (Nehemiah 2:12), energetic (chs.3, 4), shrewd (Nehemiah 6), and masterful (Nehemiah 13); but his vigour and determination were directed not to the promotion of his own interests, but to the service of his countrymen, for whom he made great sacrifices. His religious faith was strong, and his prayerfulness is repeatedly illustrated in the narrative: see Nehemiah 1:4; Nehemiah 2:4; Nehemiah 4:4, Nehemiah 4:9, etc.

The month Chisleu] i.e. November-December. In the twentieth year] i.e. of Artaxerxes Longimanus, to whom reference is made in Ezra 4:7; Ezra 7:1. The year intended is probably reckoned to begin with the month of his accession, not with the first calendar month Nisan, since the events that happened in Chisleu, the ninth month, are related before those that occurred in Nisan, Ezra 2:1. The date is 445. But some scholars regard twentieth in this chapter as an error for 'nineteenth' (446 b.c.). Shushan] i.e. Susa, in Elam. The term palace is strictly 'fortress,' or 'castle.'

2. Which were left, etc.] i.e. the Jews dwelling at Jerusalem.

3. The province] Judæa was now a province of the Persian empire (Ezra 5:8). The wall.. broken down] This is most naturally explained by the supposition that some recent attempt had been made to fortify Jerusalem, which had been forcibly stopped; and such an attempt seems described in Ezra 4:7-23. But some authorities suppose the allusion to be to the destruction of the walls by the Babylonians in 586, some 140 years before.

4. Prayed] Nehemiah's prayer consists of a confession of sin, an appeal to God's promises, and an entreaty for help in the undertaking he contemplated.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-20

Nehemiah's Resolve to rebuild Jerusalem
This chapter gives an account of Nehemiah's request for leave to rebuild Jerusalem, his arrival there, and his survey of the ruined walls, which it was decided to restore.

1. Wine was before him] LXX has 'wine was before me,' implying that it was Nehemiah's turn to act as cup-bearer (the king having several). This would explain why Artaxerxes had not observed his servant's sadness during the four months that had elapsed since the arrival of the news from Jerusalem.

2. Sore afraid] i.e. for the success of his intended request. 

6. I set him a time] Nehemiah's absence seems to have lasted twelve years (Nehemiah 5:14). 

7. Convey me over] RV 'let me pass through,' i.e. the Persian provinces between Shushan and Judæa. 

8. The king's forest] RM 'park,' identified by some with certain gardens at Etham, some 6 m. from Jerusalem, in which (according to Josephus) Solomon used to drive. The palace] RV 'the castle': and so in Nehemiah 7:2. This was situated on the N. of the Temple (the house), and subsequently called (by Herod) 'Antonia.'

9. Captains of the army] Nehemiah as Tirshatha or governor (Nehemiah 8:9; Nehemiah 10:1) was invested with civil and not, like Ezra, ecclesiastical authority only; and consequently was attended by a body-guard: contrast Ezra 8:22. 

10. The Horonite] so named either from Beth-horon or Horonaim. Nothing is known of Sanballat beyond what is related in this book. Heard of it] Nehemiah on his way to Jerusalem had probably passed through the Samaritan colony of which Sanballat was leader (Nehemiah 4:1-3).

12. At Jerusalem] RV 'for Jerusalem.'

13. Viewed the walls of Jerusalem] The topography of ancient Jerusalem is too obscure to admit of the various parts of its walls being identified with certainty, but 'the valley gate' from which Nehemiah issued on his survey was at the SW. corner of the SW. hill, and opened into the valley of Hinnom. From it he pursued his course first along the south wall, and next along the eastern wall, up the side of the 'brook' (Nehemiah 2:15), i.e. the Kidron.

14. There was no place] The ground was so rough and encumbered with fallen masonry that he could not follow the line of wall closely. 

15. Turned back] presumably along the N. wall, so as to make the circuit of the city.

19. Geshem] called 'Gashmu'.in Nehemiah 6:6 he was doubtless an Arab sheikh. Will ye rebel?] The same construction had been put upon the Jews' proceedings on a previous occasion: Ezra 4:13. 

20. Ye have no portion] Nehemiah's words had reference to the desire which the Samaritans once had to unite with the Jews (Ezra 4:1-5).

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-32

Particulars respecting the Rebuilding
1. Then, etc.] For the purposes of repair the wall was parcelled out between a number of working parties consisting of various important families, the inhabitants of certain towns, and different professional and trading bodies. The description of the several sections of the wall begins near the Temple at the sheep-gate, through which the flocks used to be driven for sacrifice. The writer's purpose in enumerating all who undertook to rebuild these sections is to put on record the names of those who devoted their labour and their substance to restoring the city which protected Jehovah's sanctuary, and to challenge the emulation of later generations.

5. Their Lord] better, 'their lord,' i.e. Nehemiah. 

7. Unto the, etc.] RV 'which appertained to the,' etc. Part of Mizpah was under the direct control of the Persian officer who governed the region W. of the Euphrates, whilst part was under Jewish rule (Nehemiah 3:15).

8. The son of one of the apothecaries] better, 'one of the perfumers.' They fortified] RM 'they left,' meaning that the builders at this point left the fortifications untouched because they were in good repair, or that they departed in their reconstruction from the existing ground-plan.

9. Of the half part] RV 'of half the district,' the ruler of the other half being the Shallum of Nehemiah 3:12. 

11. The other piece] RV 'another portion': and so in Nehemiah 3:19-20, Nehemiah 3:21, Nehemiah 3:24, Nehemiah 3:27, Nehemiah 3:30.

14. Part of] RV 'the district of: and so in Nehemiah 3:15-16, Nehemiah 3:17, Nehemiah 3:18. 

15. The pool of Siloah] i.e. the pool of Siloam. The stairs] These were steps leading to the pool, perhaps from the Temple hill: cp. Nehemiah 12:37.

16. The sepulchres of David] i.e. the tombs of David's descendants and successors: cp. 2 Chronicles 32:33; These were near the Temple (Ezekiel 43:7-8), probably NW. of the city. The pool that was made] perhaps the pool alluded to in 2 Kings 20:20. The house of the mighty] perhaps the barracks of the soldiery. 

17. In his part] RV 'for (i.e. representing) his district' (of Keilah).

19. The armoury] the site of 'the house of the forest of Lebanon' (1 Kings 10:17, 1 Kings 10:21; Isaiah 22:8).

22. The plain] better, 'The Plain,' the specific name of part of the Jordan valley (Genesis 13:10).

23. After him.. After him] RV 'After them.. After them.'

26. Moreover] RV 'now,' the v. being parenthetical. Ophel] the southern extremity of the Temple hill. The water gate] leading to the spring of Gihon in the gorge of the Kidron. 

28. The horse gate] This, like the 'water gate,' faced eastward (Jeremiah 31:40).

31. The goldsmith's son] better, 'a member of the body of goldsmiths.' And of the merchants] better, 'and (after him repaired) the merchants.'

32. The sheep gate] The circuit of the walls ended with the original starting-point (Nehemiah 3:11).

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-23

The Machinations of the Enemies of the Jews
1. Sanballat] His irritation at Nehemiah's arrival (Nehemiah 2:10) was increased by the work accomplished by the latter. 

2. Fortify themselves] The same word as that used in Nehemiah 3:8, with a like uncertainty of meaning. Some render 'will they (the Persian authorities) let them alone?' Will they sacrifice?] i.e. in the hope of obtaining supernatural assistance. 

4. In the land of captivity] Nehemiah's desire for the confusion of his enemies not unnaturally took the form of a wish that they might experience the fate which he and his countrymen had undergone. 

6. Was joined.. thereof] The circuit of the wall was completed and raised to half the intended height.

7. The walls.. made up] RV 'the repairing of the walls.. went forward.'

9. We made our prayer.. a watch] Nehemiah and his followers, whilst commending themselves in prayer to God, took every precaution within their power. 

10. Judah] i.e. the Jews.

12. From all places, etc.] perhaps, 'from all places, Ye must return to us,' this being an appeal from the Jews of the neighbouring towns to their fellow-citizens who had gone to work at Jerusalem, summoning them to return for their protection. But LXX has 'From all places they come up against us.'

13. On the higher places] RV 'in the open (i.e. exposed) places': where they could be seen to be on guard. 

15. We returned] This implies that the enemy for a time abandoned the design described in Nehemiah 4:11. 

16. Habergeons] RV 'coats of mail.'

17. With those that laded] RV 'laded themselves': i.e. laboured vigorously. Every one .. weapon] This clause probably refers to the second of the two classes named in the beginning of the v., viz. those that bare burdens. These with one hand carried materials and with the other held a missile. The 'builders' (Nehemiah 4:18), on the contrary, who had to use both hands for their work, only wore swords.

21. Half of them] This refers back to the servants mentioned in Nehemiah 4:16. 

23. Men of the guard] i.e. the Persian guard attached to Nehemiah as governor: cp. Nehemiah 2:9. Saving that .. washing] RV renders,' every one went with his weapon to the water': whilst others suggest, 'every one sent for water'; but the text is too defective to be translated with certainty: the LXX omits the clause.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-19

Nehemiah's Measures in alleviation of Poverty
1. The people] i.e. the commons (as contrasted with the nobles and rulers, Nehemiah 5:7). These had neglected their own interests to labour gratuitously on the fortifications, and now in the time of dearth were feeling the pinch of want. 

2. Therefore we take up corn] better, 'we must get corn.' The language is that of desperate men, compelled by necessity to accept the harsh conditions imposed by those to whom they had recourse for the corn they required.

4. The king's tribute] The common people were not exempted from paying taxes to the Persian king, like the priests and other ministers of the Temple (Ezra 7:24; Nehemiah 9:37).

5. Our flesh, etc.] i.e. we are as much Jews as the creditors to whom we have sold our children. Bondage] The sale of children to defray a debt was recognised in the Mosaic Law: see Exodus 21:2-7; Deuteronomy 15:12. cp. also 2 Kings 4:1.

7. Ye exact usury] Usury was prohibited by the Law in connexion with loans made to fellow-Israelites (Exodus 22:25; Deuteronomy 23:19); but the Jews doubtless interpreted the prohibition with the same latitude as Christians have done the similar command in the Gospel (Luke 6:35). The Law probably had in view cases where money was borrowed under the pressure of misfortune, not as a help in commercial ventures; and the like considerateness towards the necessitous is incumbent upon Christians.

8. Have redeemed.. heathen] probably during Nehemiah's residence in Persia. 

9. The reproach] the humiliation they had undergone in consequence of their failure to walk in the fear of God.

10. Might exact] RV 'do lend.. on usury.' Nehemiah, to conciliate those whom he wished to persuade, admitted that he (probably in the persons of his relatives and dependents) had been guilty of the same conduct against which he was protesting. 

11. Their lands, etc] These had been given in pledge, and, if unredeemed, were retained by the creditor. The hundredth part] usually regarded as one per cent, a month, and so equivalent to twelve per cent, a year. The expression restore, in connexion with the interest, probably means 'cease to require': cp. Nehemiah 5:12. Corn, wine, oil] i.e. interest paid in kind. 

12. Took an oath of them] i.e. took of the money-lenders an oath which the priests administered to them. 

13. Shook my lap] For similar symbolic acts cp. 1 Kings 22:11; Jeremiah 27:2; Jeremiah 28:10.

14. From the twentieth.. unto the two and thirtieth] i.e. from 445-433 b.c. The fact that Artaxerxes seems to have been unwilling to part with his cup-bearer for a long period, and stipulated for a date by which he was to return (Nehemiah 2:6), makes it rather surprising that he should have thus been absent from court for twelve years; but it is to be assumed that his leave of absence was extended by the king.

The bread of the governor] i.e. the supplies due to the Persian governor from the people.

16. Neither bought we] better, 'neither got we' (by foreclosing mortgages). All my servants] He did not retain them to attend to himself or to his own interests. The whole conduct of Nehemiah was that of a warmhearted, generous man.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-19


Attempts of Sanballat to hinder the completion of the Walls
2. Ono] near Lod (Ezra 2:33), now Kefr Ana, some 25 m. from Jerusalem. 

5. An open letter] in order that its contents might reach and intimidate others. 

6. According to these words] better, 'and so forth' (and so in Nehemiah 6:7), the quotation from the letter in Nehemiah 6:6 ending with king.

10. Who was shut up] perhaps meaning 'ceremonially unclean': cp. Jeremiah 36:5. Shemaiah probably hoped that Nehemiah would conclude that only for the most urgent reasons would he under such circumstances make the proposal described. Within the temple] i.e. to seek asylum there (as Joab fled to the tent of the Lord, 1 Kings 2:28). 

11. Being as I am] Only the priests might enter the Temple buildings. 

15. Elul] The 6th month (August-September) of 445 b.c. 

18. Arab.. Meshullam] see Ezra 2:5; Nehemiah 3:4.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-73

A List of those who returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel
2. Hanani] after carrying information to Nehemiah respecting the condition of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1:2), he must have returned with him to Judaea. 

3. Until the sun be hot] By this time the mass of the citizens would be astir. While they stand by] RV 'while they (i.e. the sentries) stand on guard.'

4. The houses were not builded] i.e. the area of the city was not yet fully occupied with buildings.

5. Reckoned by genealogy] It was proposed to take a census of all the persons of Jewish descent, with a view to transferring part of the country population to the capital. Particulars derived from such a census appear in Nehemiah 11:4. Here, however, the subject is for a time dropped, and the register that follows relates to the period of Zerubbabel (Nehemiah 7:7).

7-73. The names here enumerated are repeated, with certain small differences, from the list contained in Ezra 2. 

70. Basons] used in connexion with the sacrifices. Five hundred and thirty priests' garments] For this should perhaps be substituted 'five hundred pounds of silver and thirty priests' garments,' a change which would make the quantities named in Nehemiah 7:70-72 approximate closely to those given in Ezra 2:69. 

73. And when the seventh month came] These words in RV are connected with the subject of Nehemiah 8, the seventh month (Tishri) being probably the one immediately following the sixth (Elul) mentioned in Ezra 6:15.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18

The Reading of the Law by Ezra
1. The street] RV 'the broad place': and so in Nehemiah 8:3, Nehemiah 8:16. The water gate] This probably led to the spring of Gihon (the Virgin's spring).

2. Ezra] It has been argued in the note on Ezra 10:44 that the effort to fortify Jerusalem described in Ezra 4:6-23 was made whilst Ezra was present there, and that the failure of it destroyed for a time his influence among his countrymen. The interval that elapsed between the destruction of the newly-built walls and Nehemiah's arrival was probably not long, and during it Ezra may have remained in retirement at Jerusalem. Some, however, have supposed that after effecting the reforms described in Ezra 9, 10, he returned at once to Babylon, and only revisited Palestine after Nehemiah's arrival there. The absence of his name amongst those who helped to build the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 3) has been urged in favour of this view; but there would be little reason to distinguish his co-operation from that of the other priests (Nehemiah 3:1). To bring.. of Moses] The teaching of the Law was the purpose of Ezra's journey to Jerusalem some fourteen years before.

2. The first day of the seventh month] This was one of the festivals (cp. Nehemiah 8:9) of the New Moon, termed in the Law the Feast of Trumpets, and kept with special rites: Leviticus 23:24-25; Numbers 29:1-6. 

7. And the Levites] omit and.

8. Gave the sense] i.e. with such additional explanation as was required for the people to understand what was read.

9. The Tirshatha] i.e. governor. The same title was borne by Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:63). All the people wept] from a consciousness of their transgressions which the reading of the Law had awakened. 

11. Hold your peace] in order to guard against uttering words ill-suited to a holy day.

14. Should dwell in booths] This command in connexion with the Feast of Tabernacles (kept on the fifteenth day of the seventh month) occurs only in Leviticus 23:42. 

15. The mount] better, 'the hill-country.' Pine branches] RV 'branches of wild olives' (or oleaster).

16. The roof of his house] This was flat, and available for walking or sleeping: cp. Deuteronomy 22:8; 1 Samuel 9:25; 2 Samuel 11:2; 2 Samuel 16:22. The gate of Ephraim] in the N. wall, facing the former kingdom of Ephraim.

17. Since the days of Jeshua] i.e. of Joshua. The exceptional feature in this observance of the ancient Feast of Tabernacles seems to have been the dwelling in 'booths,' though the dwelling in 'tents' had been previously practised (cp. Hosea 12:9). Either the command of Leviticus 23:42 had been disregarded, or it was a modification of the older usage which had only recently been incorporated in the Law.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-38

The Renewal of the Covenant
4. Stairs] lit. 'ascent': probably the pulpit of wood mentioned in Nehemiah 8:4. Bani.. Bani] One of the two names is probably an error for 'Binnui': cp. Nehemiah 12:8.

6. Thou, etc.] Before this LXX inserts 'And Ezra said.' The prayer that follows first recalls God's early mercies to the nation, the unworthy return made for such, the divine forbearance, the people's renewed offences, and their consequent punishment; it next acknowledges the justice of the chastisement undergone; and it concludes with a solemn promise of future amendment. But though it is a confession of national sins and ends with a national covenant, the sequence of thought it presents might well be followed in private devotions. All their host] i.e. the stars: cp. Genesis 1:2; Isaiah 40:26. The host of heaven] i.e. the angels: cp. 1 Kings 22:19.

7. Didst choose] The religious privileges enjoyed by Israel could only be ascribed to the free grace of God, and such privileges carried with them corresponding responsibilities. The same is true of the advantages, material or intellectual, possessed by other peoples. 

8. Righteous] i.e. faithful to Thy promises: cp, Psalms 40:10. 

16. They and our fathers] better, 'they, even our fathers.'

22. Didst divide.. corners] RV 'which thou didst allot after their portions': i.e. according to their several boundaries. 

26. Slew thy prophets] see, for instance, 1 Kings 18:4; 1 Kings 19:10; 2 Chronicles 24:20-22; Jeremiah 26:20-23. 

29. Withdrew the shoulder] like a restive ox that refuses the yoke.

32. The kings of Assyria] The kings of Assyria that distressed Israel were Shalmaneser II (to whom Jehu paid tribute), Tiglath-pileser (2 Kings 15:29), Shalmeneser III and Sargon (2 Kings 17:5-6), Sennacherib (2 Kings 18, 19), and perhaps Asshurbanipal (2 Chronicles 33:11). Unto this day] The rule over Israel exercised by Assyria had been succeeded by that of Babylon and Persia. 

33. Done right] RV 'dealt truly': i.e. faithfully: cp. Nehemiah 9:8.

38. And because of all this] RV 'and yet for all this.' We make a sure covenant] The original covenant between Israel and the Lord made at Sinai (Exodus 24) had been renewed by Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 15:12) and Josiah (2 Chronicles 34:30-33): cp. also Ezra 10:3. Seal unto it] lit. (and the names of) 'our princes, etc., are on the sealed writing.'

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-39

List of Those Who Participated in the Covenant
1. Now those that sealed were] The names that follow ZidMjah's are those of families whose living representatives sealed on behalf of their houses. Several of these family names occur in the list of those who accompanied Zerubbabel to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 12). Zidkijah] The fact that his name is coupled with Nehemiah's suggests that he was a person of importance, but nothing is known of him.

29. To walk in God's law, etc.] The enactments of the Law which they more particularly undertook to carry out were those directing (a) abstention from marriage with aliens, (b) the observance of the sabbath and sabbatical year, (c) the provision of supplies for the Temple and its ministers. These enactments gained in importance from the circumstances of the times, for there was a persistent tendency on the part of many of the people both to form alliances with their heathen neighbours and to be indifferent to the external ordinances of religion (see Ezra 9 Nehemiah 13). It was to counteract these evils that prominence was given to those regulations which were calculated to preserve the separateness of the Jewish race, and to accentuate the sacredness of their religious institutions. The stress thus laid upon the ceremonial law was not due to any relapse from the spiritual faith of the prophets to the more material and mechanical ideas of primitive times, but was intended to impress upon the people a sense of the transcendent sanctity of the God with whom they enjoyed such privileged relations.

31. Leave the seventh year] i.e. forego the produce of the land in that year. 

32. The third part of a shekel] In Exodus 30:11-16 the amount named is 'a half shekel' (cp. Matthew 17:24), the change being perhaps due to an alteration in the weight of the shekel. 

34. The wood offering] This is not specifically prescribed in the Pentateuch. Josephus speaks of it as a festival (the Xylophory). 

38. The priest] i.e. some priest was to attend when the Levites took their tithes. 

39. Forsake] i.e. fail to provide for.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-36

Measures to Supplement the Population of Jerusalem
1. This v. resumes the subject of the paucity of population in Jerusalem: see Nehemiah 7:4. The rulers were already residing in the capital, and means were now taken to transport thither a proportion of the commons that had made their homes in the country towns (Nehemiah 11:3). The city had received fortifications; but these were useless unless they were manned.

3. The province] i.e. Judæa: Ezra 5:8.

4. At Jerusalem, etc.] The list that follows apparently enumerates the provincial families that removed to Jerusalem. It likewise occurs, with some variations in the names and figures, in 1 Chronicles 9:3. 

9. Second over the city] presumably second to Joel: cp. Nehemiah 11:17. But some render, 'over the second quarter of the city': cp. 2 Kings 22:14; Zephaniah 1:10. 

14. The son of one of the great men] RV 'the son of Haggedolim.'

16. The outward business of] Perhaps the judicial administration described in 2 Chronicles 19:8-10; 1 Chronicles 26:29. 

17. Was the principal, etc] i.e. led the praises of the Temple singers after prayer had been made. The second] i.e. to Mattaniah: cp. Nehemiah 11:9.

20. This v. interrupts the account of the residents at Jerusalem: it should precede Nehemiah 11:25.

22. The overseer, etc.] RV 'The overseer.. the son of Micha, of the sons of Asaph, the singers, over the business,' etc. The words over the business are connected with overseer. The business meant is the conduct of the Temple services. 

23. For it was, etc.] RM 'for there was a commandment.. and a sure ordinance concerning the singers': The king] Artaxerxes: cp. Ezra 7:24. 

24. Was at the king's hand] Possibly Pethahiah was a royal officer, subordinate to Nehemiah, having charge of civil, as distinct from ecclesiastical, matters.

25. The villages, with their fields] better, 'the villages in their fields,' i.e. the unwalled towns (Leviticus 25:31). Most of the names that follow occur in Joshua 15:13. 

31. From Geba dwelt] RV 'dwelt from Geba onward.'

35. The valley of craftsmen] RM 'Gehaharashim,' another locality. 

36. And of the Levites, etc] RV and of the Levites, certain courses in Judah' (i.e. formerly reckoned to Judah) 'were joined to Benjamin.'

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-47

The Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem
1. The priests] The names in Nehemiah 12:1-7 likewise appear with some variations in Nehemiah 10:3-8 see also Ezra 2:36-39. 

8. The Levites] cp. Nehemiah 10:9-14. Over the thanksgiving] RM 'over the choirs.'

10. Jeshua] The high priest who returned with Zerubbabel. The succession of high priests is carried down to Jaddua, who was contemporary with Alexander the Great, so that the six generations cover the period from 536 to about 340. Eliashib the grandson of Jeshua was contemporary with Nehemiah.

12-21. The names that are repeated in these vv. from Nehemiah 12:1-7 present certain variations.

22. Johanan] probably the same as the 'Jonathan' of Nehemiah 12:11. Darius] Since Jaddua was contemporary with Alexander the Great, the Darius here meant is probably Darius Codomannus. who was successively defeated by Alexander at the battles of the Granicus, Issus, and Arbela. 

23. The book of the chronicles] some official record, not the 'Chronicles' of the OT. 

24. Jeshua the son of Kadmiel] to be corrected to 'Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel': see Nehemiah 12:8, Nehemiah 10:9. Over against them] i.e. in the choir, where the singing was antiphonal.

25. The thresholds] RV 'the storehouses.'

26. In the days of Nehemiah] a date subsequent to the days of Joiakim, for the high priest in Nehemiah's time was Eliashib, son of Joiakim.

27. The dedication of the wall] It is reasonable to suppose that the dedication of the wall followed closely upon its completion (related in Nehemiah 6:15), so that the events described in Nehemiah 8-10 may be later than those narrated in this c., which from the use of the first person (Nehemiah 12:31, Nehemiah 12:38, Nehemiah 12:40) seems to be derived from Nehemiah's memoirs. 

28. The plain country] better, 'The Plain' (lit. 'circle'), i.e. the S. end of the Jordan valley: cp. Nehemiah 3:22. Others suppose the word to be used here in a general sense of the circuit of country round Jerusalem. Netophathi] RV 'the Netophathites.'

29. The house of Gilgal] RV 'Beth-gilgal.'

31. Two great companies, etc.] RV 'two great companies that gave thanks and went in procession.' Went on the right hand] The two companies probably mustered on the W. side of the city, facing eastward: the company on the right under Ezra then moved southward, whilst the company on the left under Nehemiah moved northward; and the two eventually reunited on the E. of the city near the Temple.

35. Zechariah] the overseer of the right-hand company, corresponding to Jezrahiah (Nehemiah 12:42) in the other. His descent from Asaph suggests that he was a Levite, not a priest, so that for 'namely, Zechariah' should be substituted 'also Zechariah.'

37. And at the fountain gate, etc.] better, 'and by the fountain gate and straight on.'

38. Went over against them] The words over against them should probably be altered, by an easy correction, to 'on the left hand' (cp. Nehemiah 12:31), and the whole should run, 'and the other company.. which went on the left hand, and I and half of the people after it (went) upon the wall above the tower of the furnaces.. and above the gate of Ephraim and by the old gate and by the fish gate,' etc. 

39. The prison gate] RV 'the gate of the guard.'

40. In the house] better, 'at the house.'

44. Out of the fields] RV 'according to the fields': alluding to certain arrangements for storing. Portions of the law] RV 'portions appointed by the law.'

45. The ward] better, 'the charge': cp. 2 Chronicles 13:11. 

46. In the days, etc.] LXX has 'in the days of David Asaph was of old chief.'

47. Every day his portion] RV 'as every day required.' Sanctified them unto] RV 'sanctified for': i.e. Israel set apart as holy certain portions for the Levites, and the latter for the priests.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-31

The Reform of Abuses
The reforms embraced the separation of Israel from the mixed multitude and the abolition of certain abuses that had arisen in connexion with the chambers of the Temple, the provision for the Levites, the observance of the sabbath, and mixed marriages.

1. On that day] the particular time intended is uncertain. Was found written] see Deuteronomy 23:3-6.

3. Separated] see Ezra 9, 10. All the mixed multitude] cp. Exodus 12:33; Numbers 11:4. The term may be illustrated by Ezra 9:2, where 'mingled themselves with the peoples of those lands' is a kindred expression.

4. Eliashib] previously mentioned in Nehemiah 3:1; Nehemiah 12:10. Chamber] RV 'chambers.'

6. The two andthirtieth year] i.e. 433 b.c. Obtained I leave] i.e. to return to Palestine. 

7. Understood of] better, 'perceived.'

10. For] RV 'so that.' The Levites not receiving the support due to them had to work to maintain themselves.

11. Forsaken] i.e. unprovided for.

Gathered them] i.e. the Levites.

17. What evil.. the sabbath] The protests made by the prophets and others against the profanation of the sabbath (see Ezekiel 20:12, Ezekiel 20:20; Ezekiel 44:24; Isaiah 56:4, Isaiah 56:6; Isaiah 58:13) eventually brought the Jews to observe it so strictly that they even allowed themselves to be massacred rather than desecrate it by defending themselves (1 Maccabees 2:32-38).

23. That had married wives, etc] The same practice was condemned by Ezra (Nehemiah 9, 10).

24. Their children spake half] better, 'of their children half spake,' etc. 

26. Outlandish] i.e. foreign.

28. Chased him from me] i.e. expelled him from the Jewish community. According to Josephus (who, however, places the incident at a much later date) Joiada's son was named Manasseh, and when expelled by Nehemiah, was induced by his father-in-law Sanballat to join him at Samaria by the promise of being appointed high priest of a temple that was tobe built on Mt. Gerizim. 

29. Defiled the priesthood] The actual high priest was prohibited from taking as his wife any but a virgin of his own people (Leviticus 21:14). 

30. The wards of] better, 'charges for.' At this point the OT. record of Nehemiah closes; but in 2 Maccabees 2:13 it is added that he collected together 'the books about the kings and prophets, and the books of David, and letters of kings about sacred gifts'—a statement the precise meaning of which it is unnecessary to discuss here. In Sirach 49:13 he is eulogised for having 'raised up the walls that were fallen, and set up the gates and bars.'

